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1. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS, EIGHT MINOR IAMAICAN TRADE UNIONS HAVE 
APPEALED TO THE ILO TO TAKE STEPS TO PREVENT THE IAMAICAN PAR- 
LIAMENT FROM PASSING CONTROVERSIAL INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS AND PUB- 
LIC SERVICE ACTS. THE UNIONS ARGUE THAT THE DRAFT LAWS VIOLATE 
TWO MAJOR ILO CONVENTIONS AS WELL AS THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS. THEY ALSO CLAIM THAT THE ACTS WOULD BE EXTRE- 
MELY OPPRESIVE AGAINST WORKERS AS WORKERS COULD BE IMPRISONED FOR 
DISOBEYING BACK-TO-WORK ORDERS ISSUED BY THE MINISTER OF LABOR AND 
THEY WOULD GIVE THE MINISTER UNDUE POWERS TO DETERMINE WHICH IND- 
USTRIES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS ESSENTIAL SERVICES. 

2. ALTHOUGH LABOR LEGISLATION HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE 
GOVT'S PLATFORM SINCE THE 1972 GENERAL ELECTION. THE PM. AS THE 
HEAD OF THE NATION'S LARGEST TRADE UNION, HAS BEEN HESITANT TO 
PUSH TOO FAST - THERE IS CONSIDERABLE OPPOSTIION TO SUCH LEGIS- 
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WAS AROUSED TO ACTION, HOWEVER, / THE DEC 1-2 
STRIKE (REFTEL) AT THE IAMAICA PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY WHICH 
LEFT LARGE SEGMENTS OF THE ISLAND WITHOUT POWER FOR PERIODS 
RANGING UP TO 24 HOURS. REACTING TO WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS 
"IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR" ON THE PART OF SEVERAL SUPER- 
VISORY PERSONNEL, THE PM ANNOUNCED ON TELEVISION HIS INTENTION 
TO PUSH FORWARD WITH THE INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS LEGISLATION, THUS 
INVITING THE CRITICISM OF THE ENTIRE JAMAICAN LABOR MOVEMENT, 

EXCEPT FOR THE NWU, WHICH HAS GIVEN THE LEGISLATION ITS QUALIFIED 
AND RELUCTANT SUPPORT. 

3. WHILE THE PM APPEARS DETERMINED TO ENACT LABOR LEGISLATION EARLY 
IN THE NEW YEAR, WITH BOTH POLITICAL PARTIES STRONGLY BASED ON 
THE JAMAICAN LABOR MOVEMENT, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT HE WILL BE 
SUCCESSFUL OR THAT THE LEGISLATION, EVEN IF PASSED BY PARLI- 
AMENT, WILL HAVE THE TEETH NECESSARY TO MEET THE PROBLEMS FACED 
BY GOVERNMENT IN TRYING TO KEEP ESSENTIAL SERVICES OPERATING. 
HEWITT 
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